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MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Director of Central Inteliigence

SUBJECT: Clearance with Congress on Administra-
tive Actioas

1. This memorandum contalas a recommendstion in
paragraph 4 for approval of the Acting Dirsctar of Central
Intelligence.

2. Upon approving the autherisatioa for medical benefits
for dependeats of overseas amployses, you requested that 1
pursue the guastion whather we should not advise Congress of
the action taken in view of our peading legisl an this
subject. I have discussed it with As a practical 25X1
difficulty there is no one presently in town with whom it would
bs apprapriste to dlscuss this matter. We believs it is tok the type
of problem which conld well bs handled by calling coagressmen
at home. In any case, we beliove it would be preferable to
wait until Congress is again in session end to discuss this
me tter with the committess when our bill is reintroduced.

3. Our azrgument is that we discussed thie problem with
the General Counssl to the Comptroller General, who is responsi-
M te the Congress and is their watchdog for adminintrative
axpenditures. Hae is aware of cur ponding legislation and if ke
felt thers wers & serious problem of congressissal objection, he
bad the opportunity to object. Therafore, rather than going to
seme individual member or members of the Congress who raight
feel differently or might not undorstand our position on the use of
our special awthorities, we foel it wesld be better to present the
matter formally to the Congress while in session. Furthermore,
there wers two previcus sctions by the Director of similar naturs.
These were the approval as of 5 July 1956 for stovage of housahold
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goods for employess in nonemergency aress and educationsl
travel for depundents. Wae did not consult sither the Congress
or the Comptroller General on cither of these. Consequently,
it would be necessary to preseat these actions to the Congress
in connecetion with our legislative proposals.

4. I properly handled, I do not believe the Congress will
resent those actions and conceivably this situatios could result
in approval by Congress of handling similar matters administra-
tively, om proper clearancs, rather tham by further legisiatioa.
The Comptreller Ceneral has stated that he doss not believe it
was the intent of Congress for our apecial authorities to be used
to solve administrative difficalties such as these. If, howaver,
the Congress now determines that it would be preferable to use
our existing suthorities without now leginlation, an axprossion
to that sifect by the apprepriate comvaittaes wonld, ! bellave,
satisfy the Comptroller Geaeral., Conseguently, ] recosamend that
ws aot touch base with the Congress at this time sad that 25X1
with such assistance as I can give hira, make preparations for an
approach to the Congreas at the beginning of the new session.
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LEWRENCE R, HOUBTON
Coneral Coungsl
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The recommendation in UGG LRH: jeb
paragraph 4 is approved cc: ADCH
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y LA Laegtslative Counsel
s 27 /‘gﬂl’ General Counsel
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Acting Director
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